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Silent Wood — Commentary for Performers

Silent Wood was composed between 1883 and 1884 as the fifth piece in Dvorak’s suite From the Bohemian
Forest, Op. 68—a collection of six pieces written for piano four hands.

At the time, piano duet repertoire enjoyed great popularity. In an age before radio and television, it offered
one of the most accessible means for the public to experience music originally written for larger forces,
including full symphonic works. Composers such as Brahms and Dvorak frequently arranged their own
compositions for four hands or two pianos to reach a broader audience.

Notably, a number of original works for piano duet—including this suite—were later orchestrated. Among
the most prominent examples are Dvorak’s Slavonic Dances, which played a key role in establishing his
international acclaim.

It is quite plausible that Dvorak conceived From the Bohemian Forest with eventual orchestration in mind.
His acute understanding of instrumental color and form is evident throughout the suite.

Dvorak returned to Silent Wood in 1897, arranging it for cello and piano for a farewell concert with cellist
Hanu$ Wihan before departing for America. Wihan would later be the dedicatee of Dvorak’s celebrated
Cello Concerto in B minor, Op. 104 (1894-95).

In 1893, Silent Wood was further arranged and published in the United States as a work for solo cello and
small orchestra. Far from being a mere transcription with orchestral accompaniment, this version reveals a
profound expressive depth, with expansive melodic lines that transcend the keyboard medium. The
interplay of two contrapuntal lines unfolds across a broad canvas, offering a richness and nuance
comparable to that of a symphonic poem.

At this point in his career, Dvorak had already completed eight symphonies. In Silent Wood, he
demonstrates masterful orchestration, granting even subordinate voices a sense of independence and
vitality. The result is a poetic and symphonically conceived work for solo cello.

The present string quintet arrangement, while lacking the orchestral version'’s full spectrum of timbral color,
achieves a compelling balance and cohesion comparable to the original piano version. The warmth and
intimacy of the string textures yield a unique and refined expressiveness distinct from that of the keyboard.

The solo part remains faithful to the original piano and orchestral versions, making this arrangement ideal
not only for chamber performance but also as a valuable practice medium in preparation for solo renditions.
It is worth noting that the first cello part demands considerable technical and musical ability, functioning
almost on par with the solo part in its importance and character.

Based on the commentary provided in the Simrock edition of the cello quintet arrangement.

Fujiculture Soft, May 25, 2025

Additional Notes

1. The low notes of the chords in bars 29 and 30 of the solo part have been assigned to Val to reduce the
burden on the soloist.

2. Two versions of Vn1 corresponding to Val have been prepared. Vn1M has been shifted as low as possible
to accommodate the solo instruments, such as Va and V¢, while Vn11 has been transposed higher to
accommodate the solo Vn.

3. A cello solo part has also been prepared. It has been modified so that it can be played at a lower note
than the original.

4. There was an error in the Simrock score from the fourth beat of bar 50 to bar 51 of Va2, and this has
been corrected to match the original Dvorak score.

August 18, 2025
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